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the truths with which they deal are absolute, admit of no exceptions, and 
hold true equally at all times and in all places. Now the science upon which 
we are about to enter is not one which lends itself to an exact treatment. 
Ideas of right and justice, which are the subject-matter of political science, 
are of a nature essentially relative ; no statement can be made about them 
which admits of no exceptions and holds true equally at all times and in all 

places And this leads me to remark that very few people know what 

kind of evidence to ask for, or what kind of evidence to be satisfied with. It 
requires education to understand that so much exactness only must be 
required as is in keeping with the nature of the subject. You might just as 
well accept an appeal to probability from a mathematician as demand 
demonstrations from an orator. For a man to be a good judge of any subject 

he must know that subject It follows from what we have been saying 

that the young are not fitting students of our present science. For it deals 
with life and conduct ; it is these which furnish the premises, and it is to 
these that the conclusions relate. Now it is just here that the young are 
deficient — namely, in experience of life. Experience is an essential element 
in wisdom, because we must have felt the force of a maxim before we can 
thoroughly know it. The young man may, indeed, be taught moral truths just 
as he may be taught mathematics ; but he will not realize them until they 
have been brought home to him by the great teacher— life. 

f. c. conybeare. 
Oxford, England. 



Thoughts on Religion. By G. J. Romanes, F.R.S. Third 
Edition. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co., 1897. 
Pp. 180. Cloth, $1.25 ; paper, go. 50. 

Evolution and Religion ; or, Faith as Part of a Complete 
Cosmic System. By John Bascom. New York and Lon- 
don : G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1897. Pp. iv. + 205. $1.50. 

At this date it is probably unnecessary to present anything in the 
shape of a review of Romanes' posthumous work. Those who enjoyed 
the author's friendship must rejoice that this fragmentary volume has 
attracted so much attention as to call for a third edition thus early. 
No doubt some regret what they are pleased to call Romanes' sur- 
render to dogma. But no one with special sources of information can 
possibly admit this contention. The book is the result of long travail of 
soul. And not only this : it is a most significant evidence of the times. 
Nothing is now more pressing than a reconsideration of scientific pre- 
suppositions in the light of rational criticism, and a readjustment of 
our conceptions of spiritual life on the basis of the results which this 
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criticism is destined to precipitate. Had Romanes been spared, his 
complete work on religion would probably have been the first install- 
ment of a reply to these imperative questions. As it is, we must be 
thankful that Canon Gore's circumspect and reverent editing has 
served to present us with many suggestive side-lights, particularly with 
materials for realizing more and more clearly that the life of the spirit, 
after all, conditions everything else. The book needs no recom- 
mendation. Everyone who has not read it should do so at once ; 
everyone who has perused it will admit that its pages ought to be 
conned again and again. 

Mr. Bascom's book, although a product of similar contemporary 
conditions, demands attention for entirely different reasons. It bears 
no sign of the travail that everywhere marks the Romanes fragments. 
Yet, for this very reason, it is eminently attractive. Well written, dis- 
passionate, suggestive, and strikingly sane, it ranks with, perhaps 
above, anything that its prolific author has already given us. On the 
whole, it would be difficult to find a small book on the subject which one 
could recommend to the attention of the clergy with greater confidence. 
Here they will discover numerous hints regarding evolution, not merely 
valuable in themselves, but also thought-provoking and well calcu- 
lated to dispel that stupid antagonism which occasionally afflicts the 
clerical mind and harrows the unclerical soul. Mr. Bascom is reason- 
able to a degree in his attitude towards evolution ; yet he never per- 
mits himself to be mastered by the doctrine, preferring rather to press 
it into his service, yet without altering 'its nature or blinking its obvious 
consequences. Throughout this process the author finds safety in his 
strong common sense, while the intellectual, rather than spiritual, tone 
of his book saves him from the vaporing mysticism and almost 
immoral accommodation that so frequently disgrace works of this 
class. 

The treatment falls into four parts : " Evolution as a Conception ; " 
"Evolution as giving Unity to the Field of Knowledge and Action ;" 
" Evolution in its present Spiritual Phases," and " Evolution in the Proofs 
it offers to Spiritual Beliefs." Of these the second and third are the 
best. But all of them abound in happy characterizations (e. g., at pp. 12, 
38, 50, 71, 81, 84, 94, no, 125, 159, 162, 203). Occasionally one 
lights upon a brilliant remark. " The attack on miracles, regarded as 
pivotal points in faith, arose no more from science than from philoso- 
phy. It was the very uses of the miracle in the mind itself that gave 
way" (p. 41). "Virtue is the hold of the feelings on the spiritual 
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world, and truth is the hold of the thoughts on it. Neither hold can 
be fully maintained without the other " (p. 88). In the course of the 
discussion, evolution itself; the relation between religion, science, and 
philosophy, and between the natural and the supernatural ; the social 
nature of knowledge ; conversion ; the moral law ; religious liberty ; 
the person of Christ ; the doctrine of the Trinity i everlasting punish- 
ment, and immortality, are made the subjects of some illuminating 
studies. Taken as a whole, the work is one that possesses peculiar 

R. M. Wenley. 
University of Michigan. 



Nirvana. Eine Studie zur Vorgeschichte des Buddhismus. 
Von Joseph Dahlmann, S.J. Berlin : Felix L. Dames, 1896. 
Pp. xii -f 197. M. 5. 

The German Jesuits of Exaeten, Holland, have developed of late 
quite a commendable activity along the lines of historico-philosophical 
research. Hermann Gruber has shown an indefatigable activity in his 
writings on modern philosophy ; Victor Cathrein has devoted himself 
to the study of socialism ; and Joseph Dahlmann has accomplished 
some creditable research work on the literature of ancient India. Her- 
mann Gruber is undoubtedly one of the maturest of all, for his books 
on modern positivism and his essays on education are distinguished 
by a rare breadth of mind and an impartiality which in Protestant 
countries is not expected of a Jesuit pater. Joseph Dahlmann is a sprig 
of the same tree. His book on the Mahabharata, viewed as an epic 
and a lawbook, shows a painstaking diligence and has found favor 
with many Sanskritists. 

Dahlmann's present book on Nirvana falls in the same line of 
work and will not fail to excite the interest of specialists, not because 
they will agree with the author's results, but because it shows scholar- 
ship and skill in the formulation of an important problem. 

According to Dahlmann the Buddhist term " Nirvana " is an heir- 
loom of the pre- Buddhistic period of Brahmanism. This has been 
recognized by almost all the Sanskrit scholars, although Dahlmann 
does not mention the fact. Sir Monier Monier-Williams, for instance, 
mentions the Nirvana ideal as a notion that at Buddha's time was one 
of the common possessions of all schools. But Dahlmann differs from 
other oriental scholars in so far as he believes that the evolution of 
the Nirvana ideal reached its perfection and completion before Bud- 



